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ABSTRACT

The absolute characteristics of ESP are defined i) to meet specific needs of the
learners i1) to make use of underlying methodology and activities of the discipline it
serves iii) to centre on the language appropriate to these activities in terms of
grammar, lexis, register, study skills, discourse and genre. How do language teachers
at tertiary level of education address these characteristics when preparing
undergraduate students for ‘real world’ use of English at the workplace based on their
learned subject disciplines? Often, teachers refer to ESP modules or textbooks
available in the market without evaluating the definite needs of these students in
enabling them to articulate and communicate their subject content knowledge when at
workplace. This presentation shares the approach and practices of the ESP teaching
and learning in engineering the ‘English’ for workplace for students of the two
respective faculties; the Medical and the Engineering Faculties of one of the local
institutions in Malaysia. It aims to highlight the evaluation of the definite needs of the
students and the approach adopted in the ESP collaboration with the respective
faculties. It also draws the attention of the understanding of ESP in a non-native
English tertiary context.
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