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By Bart Barentdregt, Peter Keppy 
and Henk Schulte Nordholt

Popular Music in 
Southeast Asia
Banal Beats, Muted Histories

From the 1920s on, popular music in 
Southeast Asia was a mass-audience 
phenomenon that drew new connections 
between indigenous musical styles and 
contemporary genres from elsewhere to 
create new, hybrid forms. This book presents 
a cultural history of modern Southeast Asia 
from the vantage point of popular music, 
considering not just singers and musicians 
but their fans as well, showing how the music 
was intrinsically bound up with modern life 
and the societal changes that came with it. 
Reaching new audiences across national 
borders, popular music of the period helped 
push social change, and at times served as a 
medium for expressions of social or political 
discontent. 

Peter Keppy is a researcher at the NIOD Institute 
for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies. 
Bart Barendregt is an associate professor at the 
Leiden Institute of Cultural Anthropology and 
Development Sociology. 
Henk Schulte Nordholt is head of research of 
the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast 
Asian and Caribbean Studies in Leiden and 
professor of Indonesian history at Leiden 
University.
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Edited by Dan Smyer Yü and Jean Michaud

Trans-Himalayan Borderlands 
Livelihoods, Territorialities, Modernities

The societies in the Himalayan borderlands 
have undergone wide-ranging transformations, 
as the territorial reconf iguration of modern 
nation-states since the mid-twentieth century 
and the presently increasing trans-Himalayan 
movements of people, goods and capital, 
reshape the livelihoods of communities, 
pulling them into global trends of modernisa-
tion and regional discourses of national 
belonging. This book explores the changes to 
native senses of place, the conception of border 
– simultaneously as limitations and opportuni-
ties – and what the authors call “affective 

boundaries,” “livelihood reconstruction,” and 
“trans-Himalayan modernities.” It addresses 
changing social, political, and environmental 
conditions that acknowledge growing external 
connectivity even as it emphasises the 
importance of place.

Dan Smyer Yü is professor and director of 'the' 
Center for Trans-Himalayan Studies at Yunnan 
Minzu University, China. 
Jean Michaud is professor of social anthropology 
at Université Laval, Canada.

Edited by Cheng-tian Kuo

Religion and Nationalism in Chinese Societies
This book explores the interaction between 
religion and nationalism in the Chinese 
societies of mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong 
Kong. Cheng-tian Kuo analyses the dominant 
religions, including Chinese Buddhism, 
Tibetan Buddhism, Daoism, Christianity, 
Islam, and folk religions, but he also goes 
beyond that, showing how in recent decades 
the Chinese state has tightened its control over 
religion to an unprecedented degree. Indeed,  

it could almost be said to have constructed a 
wholly new religion, Chinese Patriotism.  
The same period, however, has seen the  
growth of democratic civil religions, which 
could challenge the state. 

Cheng-tian Kuo is distinguished professor of 
political science and in the Graduate Institute of 
Religious Studies at the National Chengchi 
University in Taiwan.
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This  ser ies  presents  the latest  research on border lands  in  As ia  as  wel l 

as  on the border lands  of  As ia  –  the regions  l ink ing As ia  with  Af r ica , 

Europe and Oceania .  I t s  approach i s  broad,  cover ing the ent i re  range of 

the soc ia l  sc iences  and humanit ies .

R E L I G I O N  A N D  S O C I E T Y  I N  A S I A

The R e l i g i o n  a n d  S o c i e t y  i n  A s i a  ser ies  presents  s tate - of - the -ar t  c ross-

d isc ip l inar y  academic  research on colonia l ,  postcolonia l  and 

contemporar y  entanglements  bet ween the soc io -pol i t ica l  and the 

re l ig ious,  inc luding the pol i t ics  of  re l ig ion ,  throughout  As ian soc iet ies .
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Edited by Arndt Graf and Azirah Hashim
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Migration and Integration in Europe, Southeast Asia, and Australia:  
A Comparative Perspective brings together a group of scholars from a wide 
range of disciplines to address crucial questions of migration f lows and 
integration in Europe, Southeast Asia, and Australia. Comparative analysis 
of the three regions and their differing approaches and outcomes yields 
important insights for each region, as well as provokes new questions and 
suggests future avenues of study.

Juliet Pietsch is a Senior Lecturer at the School of Politics and International 
Relations, Australian National University.
Marshall Clark is a Senior Lecturer at the Research School of Humanities 
and the Arts of the Australian National University in Canberra.
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Francophonie en Orient
Sanchez-Sum

m
erer &

 Frijhoff (eds)
Linguistic and Cultural Foreign  
Policies of European States

Aux croisements  
France-Asie (1840-1940)
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Mathilde Kang

By Mathilde Kang

Francophonie en Orient 
Aux croisements France-Asie (1840-1940)

This book offers a pioneering study of Asian 
cultures that off icially escaped from French 
colonisation but nonetheless were steeped in 
French civilisation in the colonial era and had 
heavily French-influenced, largely franco-
phone literatures. It raises a number of 
provocative questions, including whether 
colonisation is the ultimate requirement for a 
culture's being def ined as francophone, or how 

to think about francophone literatures  
that emerge from Asian nations that were 
historically free from French domination.  
The ultimate result is a redef ining of the Asian 
francophone heritage according to new, 
transnational paradigms.

Mathilde Kang is a lecturer at the University of 
Technology Sydney, Australia.

Edited by Arndt Graf and Azirah Hashim

African-Asian Encounters
New Cooperations and New Dependencies

In recent decades, ties between Africa and Asia 
have greatly increased. And while most of the 
scholarly attention to the phenomenon has 
focused on China, often with an emphasis on 
asymmetric power relations in both politics 
and economics, this book takes a much broader 
view, looking at various small and medium-
sized actors in Asia and Africa in a wide range 
of f ields. It will be essential for scholars 

working on Asian-African studies and will also 
offer insights for policymakers working in this 
fast-changing f ield.

Arndt Graf is professor of Southeast Asian studies 
at Goethe-University Frankfurt. 
Azirah Hashim is professor of English linguistics 
and executive director of the Asia-Europe Institute 
at the University of Malaya.
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The ser ies  L a n g u a g e s  &  C u l t u r e  i n  H i s t o r y  s tudies  the ro le  fore ign 

languages  have p layed in  the creat ion of  the l inguist ic  and cul tura l 

her i tage of  Europe,  both western and eastern ,  and at  the indiv idual , 

communit y,  nat ional  or  t ransnat ional  leve l .

G LO B A L  A S I A

This  ser ies  a ims to  publ i sh  t imely  and wel l - researched books  that  wi l l 

have the cumulat ive  e f fec t  of  developing new perspec t ives  and 

theor ies  about  g lobal  As ia .
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